CHAPTER XXVIII
REDMOND, BIRRELL  AND
"LIMEHOUSE"
HOWEVER, just when Carson was beginning to take the
lead in the field of British politics, Ireland called out to him
once more, and, while political controversy raged round the
Licensing Bill, which the Lords threw out without alienat-
ing the sympathies of the nation as a whole, there were
graver matters which called for the attention of thoughtful
people. In Europe the German Emperor was challenging the
supremacy of the British Admiralty by a most ambitious
naval programme, and in Ireland disorder had broken out
once more. On the gth November   1908, Carson made a
speech at Oxford to the Stafford Club which ridiculed the
indifference of the Government. c< When Europe," he said,
" is seething with unrest, when Ireland is in chaos, when the
unemployed are knocking at our gates, not one word are we
allowed to speak on matters of imperial or national interest,
but we spend our time solemnly discussing whether a police-
man who is to enter a club is to be in or out of his uniform."
Ireland, indeed, was in chaos once more : the benevolent
Conservative land reforms had indeed removed the agrarian
grievance so far as the tenants were concerned. By March
1909, 228,958 tenants had signed agreements in the previous
five years for the purchase of their farms. But a new and more
dangerous agitation had grown up, not in the interest of the
tenants, but the landless. In 1897, William O'Brien had
founded the United Irish League, for the purpose of assisting
the landless ones to acquire an interest in their native soil.
The large grazing farms became the object of attack by this
organisation, and it spread far and wide with its many
branches all over the country. Nevertheless, under the Con-
servative Government the lawless methods of its agitators
made little progress against the Crimes Act, and when Mr.